
 

 

 
 

Who is the CBRS 

The Canadian Brain Research Strategy (CBRS) is a community-led initiative with leadership from 
more than 30 neuroscience and mental health institutes, early career researchers, Indigenous 
Knowledges Holders, and patient representatives from across Canada.  
 
The CBRS is bringing together the vast brain research ecosystem - scientists, Indigenous 
Peoples, people with lived experience of brain conditions, private and public science funders, 
industry leaders, and others - to develop a vision for how to revolutionize the study of the brain 
to drive policy as well as social, health, and economic advancement for Canada and the world. 
 
Why Does the CBRS Exist 

Our brains define who we are, how we behave, what we strive for, and how we interact with each 
other and our environments. Because our brains are so integral to our capacities to live good 
lives, brain research has the promise to improve the lives of all Canadians. 
 
The annual healthcare costs of brain conditions in Canada are more than $61 billion and 
growing. Understanding the brain - in health, development, disease, and resilience - will be 
critical to Canada’s success and well-being in the 21st century.  
 
We are at a critical inflection point in making progress to understand the human brain. Canada 
must seize this opportunity to reap the societal and economic benefits and needs to be able to 
keep up with, connect to, and draw on the efforts of other national and pan-national brain 
initiatives.  
 
What is the CBRS Trying to Achieve 

Canada is a world leader in many fields of neuroscience and mental health research and is well-
positioned to lead a paradigm shift in the scale and scope of collaborative brain research so that 
we can tackle novel, groundbreaking questions in this immensely complex system. 
 
The CBRS and its partners recommend that our Government establish a distinctively Canadian 
brain research initiative that is: 

• Collaborative – combining efforts in a scientific culture of coordination and partnership 

• Transdisciplinary – involving diverse voices of researchers as well as partners outside of 
academia such as Indigenous Peoples, patients, and industry 

• Open – making scientific knowledge on the brain transparent, shareable, and freely 
accessible to everyone 

https://canadianbrain.ca/about/


Areas of Strategic Focus 

The CBRS is building a collective national vision for brain research that will propel the 
productivity and innovation of Canadian brain researchers, to make transformative progress in 
understanding the human brain to advance the neurological and mental health of all Canadians.  

The CBRS and key stakeholders across the country have collectively identified six near-term 
priorities for national-level resources to strategically amplify current investments and 
achievement: 

1. Platform Science: Creating dedicated physical or virtual space across institutions and across 
Canada to share resources such as scientific facilities, equipment, tools, data, and expertise. 
Platforms allow research to be more equitable, collaborative, innovative, and productive. 

2. Neuroscience-AI Interface: Artificial intelligence (AI) was initially developed from our 
understanding of the brain. Using AI tools helps us better understand how the brain works, 
and new knowledge about the brain can also be applied to improve AI. Progress in 
neuroscience and AI can benefit each other and all the other fields that rely on them. 

3. Diversity & Team Science: Ensuring fair treatment and opportunity for all those who work 
and participate in research. Diversity involves having a range of identities, perspectives, and 
lived experiences throughout the research process and leads to better quality research. 

4. Transdisciplinary Training: Combining the efforts of scientists from different “disciplines” 
or fields such as biology, physics, computer science, social science, and the humanities, as 
well as non-academic groups such as people from government and the public. Training and 
support for transdisciplinary research is needed to make sure people across fields and areas 
learn to work well together. 

5. Neuroethics: Understanding the ethical, legal, and social issues raised by our continuously 
advancing knowledge of the brain. In order to make the best use of neuroscience and 
mental health research, it is important to look at the potential benefits, risks, and broader 
social impact. 

6. Open Neuroscience: The idea that all data and knowledge from brain research should be 
shared and publicly available for others to use and build on. An open approach to 
neuroscience and mental health research improves the speed of discovery and pushes for 
better patient and community engagement. 

The coalition convened by the CBRS believes that the time for a Canadian Brain Research 
Initiative is now. We have the network, partnerships, vision, and strategic plan in place. 
Now we need the funding to catalyze this initiative into concerted, bold, and concrete 
action.  
 

Contact: Jennie Z. Young, PhD 
Executive Director, CBRS 
director@canadianbrain.ca | https://www.linkedin.com/in/jzyoung/  
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