
CANADIAN BRAIN RESEARCH STRATEGY   
Indigenous Knowledge Holder’s Group Meeting 
4-12-21, via zoom  
 

Summary Meeting Notes  

This initial meeting of the Indigenous Knowledge Holder’s Group (IKHG) convened the CBRS 

Secretariat and the IKHG membership to discuss the overarching goals of the CBRS, ongoing 

efforts in Indigenous Initiatives and engagement, and proposed programs to engage with Indigenous 

researchers and Indigenous youth. 

 

CBRS Co-Chair Yves De Koninck gave an overview of CBRS goals, highlighting the pillars of the 

strategy: Understand Address, Apply, and Build, as well as raising consideration for re-framing the 

strategy’s unifying question “How does the brain learn, remember and adapt?”.  

Mission: To build on Canada’s strengths and current investments in neuroscience to transform 

neurological and mental health for Canadians. 

Vision: Innovative and collaborative brain science driving policy, social, health, and economic 

advancement for Canada and the world. 

Relevant endeavors for IKHG consideration included the systematic review paper, the scoping 

review, and the EDI survey. The systematic review highlighted some limitations and gaps the UBC 

team encountered trying to capture global Indigenous groups in the peer-reviewed literature. The 

scoping review revealed that the CBRS will need to reflect on language used when discussing the 

term brain to be inclusive of all perspectives. The EDI survey findings show that less than 2% of 

764 respondents identified as an Indigenous person of North America, indicating that capacity 

building will be a high priority for this group.  

 

Proposed programs to be rolled out in the summer include an Indigenous Initiatives Workshop and 

neuroscience outreach activities for Indigenous youth. The IKHG weighed in to help inform the 

structure of the Indigenous Initiatives workshop to gather those conducting research with 

Indigenous Peoples, and for neuroscientists who identify as Indigenous to explore brain research 

priorities and how to address them from an Indigenous perspective. The workshop will be led and 

moderated by IKHG members and framed as a networking opportunity. IKHG members were 

supportive of the Indigenous neuroscience curriculum prepared by members of the CBRS 

Secretariat for a series of workshops to be held in association with a summer science program for 

Indigenous Youth at the University of British Columbia.  

This Indigenous Youth Outreach program will be discussed further at the next meeting, as well as 

future opportunities and strategies to expand our base of Indigenous researchers, possibly in 

collaboration with the Indigenous Mentorship Network. 
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